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Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) in Minnesota

Traditional Ecological Knowledge refers to knowledge held by Indigenous peoples
such as the Ojibwe and Dakota, developed through generations of interaction with
local ecosystems. TEK emphasizes relationships, sustainability, and long-term
observation.

Resources:
Unlocking Native Wisdom — Anton Treuer
https://glifwc.org/language-culture/indigenous-knowledge

Eutrophication in Minnesota
Eutrophication occurs when excess nutrients, especially phosphorus, enter lakes
and rivers, causing algal blooms and oxygen depletion.

Resources:

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency - Harmful Algal Blooms
University of Minnesota Extension

Minnesota Efforts to Reduce Nutrient Enrichment - MPCA

Aquatic Invasive Species (AlS) in Minnesota
AlS are non-native species that harm aquatic ecosystems by outcompeting native
species.

Resources:
Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Contaminants of Emerging Concern (Including PFAS)
CECs include chemicals like pharmaceuticals and PFAS that may impact aquatic
ecosystems and human health.

Resources:

Minnesota Department of Health CEC Initiative

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency - Understanding Emerging Contaminants
MPCA- PFAS in Minnesota



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PluEJC4vqi0
https://glifwc.org/language-culture/indigenous-knowledge
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air-water-land-climate/blue-green-algae-and-harmful-algal-blooms
https://extension.umn.edu/shoreland-properties/blue-green-algae-minnesota-lakes
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/documents/1.4.1_anderson_minnesota_efforts.pdf
https://maisrc.umn.edu/guidebook
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/ais/outreach.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/risk/guidance/dwec/index.html
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air-water-land-climate/understanding-emerging-contaminants
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/pfas-in-minnesota

