Soil Builders

OBJECTIVES Students will become aware of the
many factors that contribute Lo
the formation of soils. .

GROUP SIZE 15-30

MATERIALS None necessary, although props
may be created if desired.

TARGET GRADES
3-8 |

SUMMARY

Students participate
in a group “game” in
which they act out the
components of soil
formation.

KEY WORDS

soil, parent material,
erosion, weathering,
climate, topography,
decomposition, leaching

SUBJECT AREAS
science, drama

DURATION
45 minutes

PROCEDURE,
1. Students are assigned the following roles
and actions, trying them out individually.
Roles:
1. parent material - lie on floor,
murmuring “gonna be soil, gonna be
soil”. 7.
2. lichens - sit on or near parent material,
emitting “fweet” sounds through teeth

(lichens give off a weak acid, which 8.
works to break down parent material).

3. wind - run around parent material, 9.
“blowing”.

4. rain - run around parent material -
“raining” with hands, making dripping
sound effects.

5. glacier - slowly walk or roll around
saying “scrape, scrape”.

6. water - (at least two people) one
“freezes”, clasping hands around body

10.

and shivering, then “thaws”,
pretending to heat up and become
liquid; one leaches, traveling around
the parent material (in a watery
manner) slurping minerals away.

plants, roots - kneel, hands move
above heads, legs stretch, stand up,
“grow”, then die.

bison - on hands and knees, pretend to
eat plants, defecate.

dung beetles - follow bison, roll dung
(like rolling a large ball) under legs,
walking backwards, “bury” it. (Dung
beetles then will lay their eggs in the
buried dung, which provides food for-
the larvae.) -

gopher or mole - digging motion,
murmuring “dig and mix, digand
mix”.
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