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The Minnesota Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (MASWCD) represents the
soil and water conservation districts (SWCDs) of
Minnesota. The Association serves as a unified
voice and advocate for the SWCDs.

A Common Voice

MASWCD began in 1952 as a 501 ¢ 3 non-profit
corporation.  Information, opinions and ideas
received from the SWCDs are collaborated and then
relayed to a particular audience or purpose. In order
to best represent and serve Minnesota's soil and
water conservation districts, MASWCD provides:

Information on Conservation Issues

MASWCD provides information to policy makers,
key agencies, soil and water conservation district
board members and staff.

Policy Development

MASWCD provides a forum for local issues and
direction for legislative and administrative goals.

Lobbying Services for Conservation
Programs

MASWCD lobbies for funding and programs which
conserve and enhance Minnesota's soil and water
resources. Some of these programs come directly
from MASWCD policy development.

Coordination of Training for SWCD
Personnel

MASWCD provides education and training to
SWCD supervisors and staff in everything from
administrative to technical to leadership skills.

Conservation Education

MASWCD helps provide soil and water
conservation districts with the tools they need to
inform and educate the public they serve. This
includes information and materials for educating the
youth in their communities.

Annual Meeting and Trade Show

The MASWCD annual meeting and trade show is
attended by soil and water conservation district
board members and staff, federal and state agencies,
state legislators, members of Congress and
conservation organizations.

Strong Leadership Now and Into the Future

SWCDs began forming in the 1930s when Congress
responded to the large amount of topsoil being lost
to wind and water erosion by enacting the soil
conservation act of 1935. Soil and Water
Conservation Districts were developed to involve
landowners as well as state and local officials in the
programs created by the act. Local people, elected
to their positions, govern the SWCDs and work in
cooperation with state and federal conservation
agencies. Funding is provided by county, state and
local sources.

In the 21% Century, SWCDs carry much more
responsibility than just soil conservation. Having
become, in many cases, the leading local resource
management agency, SWCDs bridge the gap
between federal and state authorities, other natural
resource management agencies and the local land
user.

Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
790 Cleveland Avenue South, Suite 201, St. Paul, MN 55116
Phone (651) 690-9028 Fax (651) 690-9065 Web Site www.maswcd.org



