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Land, Water and People - Tying it all
Together. A theme that embodes the
very essence of soil and water
conservation in Minnesota. This yea’s
Annual MASWCD Convention,
Decamber 2-4, 2001,promises to be one
of the best yet with an oustanding line-
up d speders and sesgons.

Convention adivities will kick-off on
Sunday, December 2 with recognition o
MASWCD educaion contest winners
and entertainment from award winning
musician, Charlie Maguire.

Monday, Decenber 3rd will open with
the MASWCD Business Meding,
followed by a panel discusson on the
conservation provisions of the 2002Farm
Bill, and keynote spe&ker Bruce Vincent.
Vincent, President of Communities for a
Great Northwest, will challenge us to
bewmme adive participants in democracy
and to attrad other good leaders to the
conservation eff ort.

Monday afternoon bred&-out sessions
will provide convention go-erswith afull
plate of options to chocse from. Topics
will i nclude wetland regulation, nurient
management, Total Maximum Daily
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Loads (TMDLs), the future of district
reporting, and much more! And dorit
forget abou the Auction for
Conservation Monday evening.

Tuesday, December 4th will provide a
content-packed agenda as well, with
adion on proposed resolutions,
employee sessons, CPESC tutorial and
the  Outstanding  Conservationist
Luncheon. But don't leave yet!
MASWCD lobbyist, Judy Erickson, and
senior fellow at the Hubert H. Humphrey
Institute, Tim Penny, will explain the
“next steps’ beyond the resolution
processand haow criticd it isfor usal to
be involved. And ke sure to attend the
closing banquet with The Fantastic
Convertibles.

Don't miss out on this oppatunity to
educate yourself abou current and
emerging conservation iswues and to
shape conservation pdicy. Register now
for the MASWCD Annual Convention!
Registration deadline is November 3rd.
Contad the MASWCD office & (651)
6909028 or on the web at
www.maswcd.org for  convention
registration materials.
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Over 80 SWCD staff, representing 60
SWCDs, attended recent data pradices train-
ing sessons held in Brainerd and Mankato.

Instructor Katie Engler, Information Policy
Analysis Division (IPAD), Department of
Administration, Hghlighted the resporsibili -
ties SWCDs have under current state law and
how they sometimes conflict with the federal
laws that FSA and NRCS foll ow.

Notable state law requirements include (but
are nat limited to) the following:

** Fach SWCD board must approve apalicy
which oulines the procedures for data acces
(a model podlicy is downloadable at http://
www.ipad.state.mn.us/docs/model_pdicyw.doc)

** Each SWCD board must take official adion
to identify whoin their officewill serve athe
“resporsible authority” and the “data pradices
complianceofficial.”

For more information a if you have questions
plesse wntad the IPAD at (651) 2966733 @
visit their web site &

http://www.ipad .state.mn.us
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The January 1, 2002 @adline for most owners
of animal feallots and manure storage aeas to
register their fadliti esis fast approaching.

The new feadlot rules that went into affed last
yea require most livestock owners to register
their operation with the state. This includes
livestock operations capable of halding 50 a
more animal units (10 a more in shoreland) or
a manure storage aea caable of hading the
manure produced by 50 a more animal units
(10 a morein shoreland).

Registration asks owners of feallots or manure
storage aess to provide genera information
abou their operation, such as their name and
address fadlity location, type of operation,
number of animal units, and dstanceto surface
water.

In a recant press release, MPCA annourced
that feadlot owners can get the registration
form by cdling the MPCA toll-free & (877)
3333508 or on the web at: http:/
www. pca.state.mn.us/hot/feedl ots.html #forms.
MPCA aso indicaed feedlot owners can get
the form at most locd government offices
including area MPCA offices, county feedlot
offices and county environmental service

offices. MPCA is asking that Soil and Water
Conservation Districts offices also assst in
this eff ort.

Some fedllots are dready registered. If a
feedlot is listed ona airrent courty level 1l or
level 1l fealot inventory that has been
submitted to the MPCA, it is registered.
Feeallot owners can cdl their areaMPCA
officeor cournty feallot officer to find ou. Or,
if afeadlot owner submits a permit applicaion
to the MPCA or delegated courty, that
registers the feedlot.

Registration enables open-lot feedlotswith less
than 300 animal units that have run-off
problems to take advantage of open-lot
catificaion. This program allows feedlot
ownersto phese-in corredions over a period d
yeasand it gives them a condtional waiver of
civil penaties for past runoff violations.
Feallots that do nd register are nat eligible for
cetificaionand must corred palution hezards
in 24months or less

The MPCA will useregistrationinformationto
plan for adequate fundng and resources to aid
in correding padlution poblems at existing
feallots.
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I would like to focus this
edition d President’s Cor-
ner on the isae of leader-
ship. Inthe dtermath of the
tragic events of September
11", now, more than ever,
our courtry and ou organi-
zation nedls the paositive
leadership of thase who are
willi ng to work toward the
betterment of our society.

Working toward positive
change while keeping in
mind the diversity of our
gred state of Minnesota is
not often an easy task, bu
it is one the MASWCD
Board of Directors has
taken onwilli ngly and with
grea pride. These dforts
take the hard work and ded-
icdion d those willing to
keep things in perspedive,
willing to pu themselves
on the line, and willi ng to
be aiticized for their ef-
fortsin the process

The process of strengthen-
ing Minnesota's soil and
water conservation dis-
tricts, however, is nat one
which  the MASWCD
Board of Diredorscan ulti-
mately acaomplish on its
own. It is a process in
which every supervisor and
staff person must take a
leadership part. Whatever
your reasons for serving as
an SWCD supervisor or for
chocsing a caea with an
SWCD, we must al unite
behind ou colledive mis-
sion of empowering our-
selvesto bethe best that we
can be, serving our cus
tomers and conserving our
land and water resources as
only a soil and water con-
servation dstrict can.

To use an analogy, if you
are padding a boat on a
stream, you are dther float-
ing down the stream and
just going along for theride
and the beautiful scenery,
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or you are working like ev-
erything, paddling to get to
the other side before you
are swept away. The
MASWCD Board o Direc
tors is paddliing very hard,
and we ae getting close to
the other side. It will take
theleader in eadr and every
onre of us, thouwgh, to make
it al the way there.

We ae neaing cornvention
time, and | am quite proud
of the program that Area5
has put together. We have
a terrific agenda of spe&k-
ers and sessons represent-
ing a diverse spedrum of
issies. Please be sure to
attend this important event.
| look forward to sedng
leaders from across the
state gather once gain to
better ourselves, our dis
tricts, our organization and
our natural resources.

GODBLESSAMERICA

Artwork
by Dan
Livdahl,
Nobles
SWCD




The “ Calendar of Events’ isupdaed regularly onthe

& DHQGDURI ( YHQW Internet at www.maswcd.org/calendar_of_events.htm.
October 24 Areal Meding

November 6 Aread Meding

November 8 MASWCD Board of Diredors Meding

MASWCD Office- St. Paul, MN
November 15 Area2 Meding
November 15 Area5 Meding
November 20 Area6 Meding

Decanber 1 MASWCD Board of Diredors Meding
Radisn Hotel South - Bloomington, MN

December 2-4 MASWCD Annual Convention and Trade Show
Radison Hotel South - Bloomington, MN

December 3-5 Association of Minnesota Courties Annual Convention
Touchstone Energy Place & River Center - St. Paul, MN
Decanber 4 MASWCD Board of Diredors Meding
Radisn Hotel South - Bloomington, MN
Decanber 4-5 Certified Professonal in Erosion and Sediment Control

Tutoria and Certification Exam
Radison Hotel South, Bloomington, MN




