
The f ol l owi ng i s  a l et t er  I  r ecei ved f r om John Whi t e,  MASWCD Medi a Awar d 
Wi nner  on Monday eveni ng,  Dec.  9t h.   John was i l l  on Monday at  t he convent i on 
and t her ef or e di d not  t ake t he oppor t uni t y t o expr ess hi s appr eci at i on and 
t hought s wi t h us.   He has asked me t o f or war d t hi s wr i t t en st at ement  t o t he 
MASWCD.  
 
Kar en Fl om 
Renvi l l e SWCD 
 
 
My deepest  apol ogi es t o al l  t hose at t endi ng t he Awar d Luncheon i n St .  Paul  
t hi s af t er noon.   When St eve Sunder l and gave me an of f er  t o expr ess my 
t hought s,  I  had t o decl i ne.   I ' ve been f i ght i ng a sever e al l er gy at t ack and 
pr obabl y shoul dn' t  have dr i ven i nt o t he c i t i es,  l et  al ong exposed my heal t h 
t o so many.   That  sai d,  I  want  t o t hor oughl y expr ess my appr eci at i on t o t he 
Mi nnesot a Associ at i on of  Soi l  and Wat er  Conser vat i on Di st r i c t s f or  t hei r  k i nd 
r ecogni t i on of  our  l i t t l e newspaper  i n t he pr ai r i e.   And,  t o t he Renvi l l e 
Count y SWCD f or  nomi nat i ng me f or  t he awar d.   I  t ol d Kar en Fl om t hat  I  was 
i ncr edi bl y pl eased by t he r ecogni t i on,  al t hough our  cover age of  soi l  and 
wat er  conser vat i on i ssues ( and successes)  ar e par t  of  what  I  consi der  hi ghl y 
i mpor t ant  news and i nf or mat i on – par t  of  t he j ob,  i f  you wi l l .   
 
I f  I  had been of  c l ear  mi nd,  I  woul d have t ol d t he gat her i ng t hat  t he r eal  
" her oes"  - -  whi ch has become such an over used wor d of  l at e - -  wer e t hose 
s i t t i ng i n f r ont  of  me,  t he men and women who ar e br i ngi ng t hese many soi l  
and wat er  conser vat i on pr ogr ams t o l i f e i n our  r ur al  ar eas.   Wi t hout  t hei r  
dedi cat i on,  f or esi ght ,  ener gy and r esponsi bi l i t y  t o our  l i t t l e cor ner  of  t he 
wor l d,  we woul d st i l l  be st uck i n a gener at i onal  mi nd- l ock t hat  consi der ed 
ever y r i v l et  a di t ch,  ever y f i el d and i t s  wet l ands t hi ngs t hat  must  be 
dr ai ned,  ever y f i el d and wat er way a t r act  t o be i nt ensi vel y f ar med at  t he 
expense of  an i ncr edi bl y del i cat e ecosyst em.   Now we ar e begi nni ng t o see 
val ue i n our  l and,  i n our  wet l ands,  and our  wat er ways.   We ar e seei ng past  
t he r ows of  commer ence wi t h an eye on savi ng our  soi l  by keepi ng i t  on t he 
l and;  on c l eani ng our  t r i but ar i es of  human and l i vest ock wast e and of  washed-
of f  nut r i ent s such as phosphor us and ni t r ogen;  and of  par t i al l y  r est or i ng a 
nat ur al l y  t hr i v i ng eco- syst em t hat  wi l l  hopef ul l y  pr ovi de us wi t h a mor e 
bal anced di ver s i t y  of  l i f e.  We ar e no l onger  NYMBYs,  but  peopl e who ar e pr oud 
of  our  backyar ds and doi ng somet hi ng about  t hem.  And t he peopl e i n t hat  l ar ge 
r oom i n St .  Paul  ar e t he peopl e who ar e r est or i ng t hat  pr i de.  One day we wi l l  
hope t o have c l eaner  wat er  and a f ar mi ng syst em t hat  i s  cr eat ed wi t h a 
bal ance of  a nat ur al  eco- syst em and a t hr i v i ng agr i cul t ur al  economy.  
 
My f at her  pr oved many,  many year s ago t hat  t hose t wo spect r ums ar e mut al l y  
r ewar di ng and have syner gy,  and i n so doi ng was t wi ce r ecogni zed as a st at e 
soi l  conser vat i oni st  i n t he st at e of  Mi ssour i .  Now i n hi s 90s,  he was 
i ncr edi bl y pr oud t hat  hi s son was honor ed f or  hi s wor k by a s i st er  
or gani zat i on.  Bei ng so honor ed whi l e he i s  st i l l  al i ve means so much.  
 
But  i t  was he,  f ar mer s l i ke hi m,  and you who ar e doi ng t he wor k.  I  am si mpl y 
one of  t he messenger s.   Today a ver y pr oud messenger .   Agai n,  t hank you al l  
so much f or  honor i ng me and our  l i t t l e newspaper .   I  woul d have l i ked t o have 
spoken t hese wor ds t hi s af t er noon,  but  I  s i mpl y di dn' t  have t he ener gy.   When 
I  t ol d my wi f e I  t ur ned down an open mi cr ophone,  she sai d,  " You ar e s i ck!  
Tomor r ow you' r e goi ng t o t he doct or . "   Agai n,  t hanks.  
 
John G.  Whi t e 
Edi t or ,  Cl ar a Ci t y Her al d 


