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MASWCD 73rd ANNUAL MEETING & 19 th ANNUAL TRADE SHOW 
 

SWCDs – Working Clean, Green & Lean 
 

DECEMBER 6-8, 2009 - DULUTH, MINNESOTA 
Duluth Entertainment Convention Center (DECC) 

Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites Downtown Waterfront, R adisson Hotel Duluth-Harborview 
 

------ MASWCD Annual Convention at a Glance ------ 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2009  
 

5:00 – 6:45 pm .............................................................. Auction Item Drop-Off - Marina Room 420 
 Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites Downtown Waterfront 
 

7:30 pm ........................................................................... Welcome Reception - Top of the Harbor 
 Radisson Hotel Duluth-Harborview 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2009  
 

6:30 – 8:15 am .........................................................Continental Breakfast/Hospitality Areas Open 
 Holiday Inn:  Rooms 414-415 
 Radisson:  Viking Room on skywalk level 
 

6:30 – 8:15 am .............................................................. Auction Item Drop-Off - Marina Room 420 
 Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites Downtown Waterfront 
 

Meeting & Meal Functions at the Duluth Entertainmen t Convention Center (DECC):  
 

7:00 am .................................................................................. Registration Opens – Ground Level 
8:25 – 8:55 am ...................................................... Business Meeting – Lake Superior Ballroom JK 
8:55 – 9:15 am ............................. Jim Mulder, Assoc. of MN Counties, Lake Superior Ballroom JK 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm .................................................... Trade Show Open – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 
9:15 – 10:00 am ..................................... Keynote:  Dr. Kathleen Allen, Lake Superior Ballroom JK 
10:00 – 10:30 am .................................................... Refreshment Break – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 
10:30 – 11:30 am .................................................. Panel Discussion – Lake Superior Ballroom JK 
11:45 am – 1:45 pm ....................................... Awards Luncheon – Lake Superior Ballroom LMNO 
2:00 – 4:30 pm .............................. Concurrent Sessions – Various Meeting Rooms (see program) 
3:00 – 3:30 pm ........................................................ Refreshment Break – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 
 

Auctions for Conservation – Holiday Inn Hotel and S uites Downtown Waterfront:  
 

7:00 – 8:30 pm ......................................... Silent Auction for Conservation – Great Lakes Ballroom 
7:30 – ??? pm ............................................ Live Auction for Conservation – Great Lakes Ballroom 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009  
 

6:30 – 8:15 am .........................................................Continental Breakfast/Hospitality Areas Open 
 Holiday Inn:  Rooms 414-415 
 Radisson:  Viking Room on skywalk level 
 

Meeting & Meal Functions at the Duluth Entertainmen t Convention Center (DECC):  
 

7:30 am .................................................................................. Registration Opens – Ground Level 
7:30 am – noon ......................................................... Trade Show Open – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 
8:30 – 11:45 am .................................................... Business Meeting – Lake Superior Ballroom JK 
8:30 – 11:45 am .............................. Employee Sessions – Various Meeting Rooms (see program) 
8:30 – 9:30 am .................................. Outstanding Conservationist Program – French River Room 
9:30 – 11:45 am ....................... Photos of Outstanding Conservationists – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 
10:00 – 10:30 am .................................................... Refreshment Break – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 
Noon – 2:00 pm ................................. Outstanding Conservationist Luncheon & Award Ceremony 
 Lake Superior Ballroom LMNO 
2:00 – 2:30 pm .............................................. Refreshment Break – Lake Superior Ballroom Foyer 
2:30 – 3:30 pm ...................................... Tuesday Afternoon Speaker – Lake Superior Ballroom JK 
4:00 – 5:00 pm ................................................................... Reception – French River Room Foyer 
5:00 – 7:15 pm .................................. Banquet – French River Room; Entertainment:  Stone Circle
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2009  
 
5:00 – 6:45 pm Auction Item Drop-Off  – Marina Room 420

� Holiday Inn  Hotel and Suites Downtown Waterfront
 
7:30 pm   Welcome Reception  – Top of the Harbor
 

� Radisson  Hotel Duluth-Harborview 
 

� Join the MASWCD Board Members and the SWCDs 
from West Central Area 2 for a welcome reception

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2009  
 
6:30 – 8:15 am  Continental Breakfast Areas Open 
 

� Holiday Inn :  Rooms 414-415 
� Radisson :  Viking Room on skywalk level

 

� Open to all convention attendees 
� Courtesy of West Central Area 2 SWCDs

 
6:30 – 8:15 am  Auction Item Drop-Off  – Marina Room 420

� Holiday Inn  Hotel and Suites Downtown Waterfront
 
Meeting & Meal Functions at the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center:
 
7:00 am   Registration Opens  – Ground Level 
 
8:25 – 8:55 am  Business Meeting  – Lake Superior Ballroom JK
 Monday business meeting will have reports only 

voting will take place during Tuesday business 
� Welcome – State Representative Roger Reinert
� MASWCD President’s Report – Steve Sunderland
� Introduction of Committee Chairs 
� Introduction of Resolutions – Dr. Kathryn Kelly

President, Resolution/Policy Committee
� Finance Committee Report - Clark Lingbeek, 

Secretary/Treasurer 
 
8:55 – 9:15 am AMC Presentation – Lake Superior Ballroom JK

County government is an integral partner for SWCDs.  
Hear about the latest trends facing county government 
and how we can collectively work together to enhance 
local collaborations. 
Speaker: Jim Mulder, Executive Director
 Association of Minnesota Counties

 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm  Trade Show Open  – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall
 
9:15 – 10:00 am Keynote Address – Lake Superior Ballroom JK
 Dr. Kathleen Allen specializes in leadership coaching and 

organizational change in human service non
organizations, foundations, higher educational 
institutions, and collaborative networks.  
provide insights into a new approach to leadership for 
SWCDs as they manage and protect land and water 
resources. 
Speaker: Dr. Kathleen Allen, Allen and AssociatesDr. Kathleen Allen 

Steve Sunderland 

Jim 
Mulder 

 

Room 420 
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he Harbor 
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the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center:  

Lake Superior Ballroom JK 
Monday business meeting will have reports only - all 
voting will take place during Tuesday business meeting 
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Dr. Kathryn Kelly, Vice 
Committee Chair 
Clark Lingbeek, 

Lake Superior Ballroom JK 
County government is an integral partner for SWCDs.  

trends facing county government 
and how we can collectively work together to enhance 
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Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) 

Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 

Lake Superior Ballroom JK 
Allen specializes in leadership coaching and 

organizational change in human service non-profit 
organizations, foundations, higher educational 
institutions, and collaborative networks.  Dr. Allen will 
provide insights into a new approach to leadership for 
SWCDs as they manage and protect land and water 

Dr. Kathleen Allen, Allen and Associates



MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2009 (continued ) 
 
10:00 – 10:30 am  Refreshment Break – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall
 
10:30 – 11:30 am Panel Discussion  – Lake Superior Ballroom JK
 Panelists will discuss three major sources of grant 

funding that SWCDs may apply for, the priorities for grant 
allocations, and how these grants fit with the mission of 
SWCDs.  Two of the grant sources were just recently 
established through the Constitutional Amendment that 
Minnesotans voted on in November, 2008 
Heritage Fund, overseen by the Lessard-
Heritage Council, and the Clean Water Fund, overseen 
by the Clean Water Council.  The third, the Legislative
Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources, developed 
from a program initiated in 1963. Since 1963, over $600 
million has been appropriated to more than 1,250 
projects recommended by the Commission to protect and 
enhance Minnesota's environment and natural 
resources.  Panelists will include: 
� Dr. Mike Kilgore, U of M Associate Professor, 

Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council Chair
� Louis Smith, Smith Partners, PLLP, Clean Water 

Council Member and former Chair 
� Shelley Shreffler, Assistant Director, Legislative

Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources
Moderator: Marilyn Bernhardson, Redwood SWCD 

Manager, MASWCD Legislative Committee 
Chair, Clean Water Council Chair

 
11:30 – 11:40 am  RIM Reserve/WRP Partnership MOU Signing
 A Memorandum of Understanding will be signed related 

to the federal/state/local partnership with the Reinvest
Minnesota (RIM) Reserve program and the Wetland 
Reserve Program (WRP). 

 
11:50 am – 1:45 pm Awards Luncheon  – Lake Superior Ballroom

Luncheon Speaker :  Mark Holsten, Commissioner, 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Commissioner Holsten will discuss the importance of 
private lands in meeting the state's conservation goals 
and the importance of DNR’s partnership with the 
SWCDs. 
� MASWCD/MPCA Community Conservationist 

Award 
� MASWCD/MnDOT Living Snow Fence Award
� MASWCD/DNR Outstanding Forest Steward Award
� DNR Division of Waters Appreciation Award
� MASWCD Friend of Conservation Award
� MASWCD Legislator of the Year Award
� MASWCD Media Award 
� MASWCD Teacher Award 
� Outstanding District Employee Award, sponsored by 

the Board of Water & Soil Resources
� MASWCD Outstanding Supervisor Award
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2009 (continued ) 
 
2:00 – 3:00 pm  CONCURRENT-SESSIONS 
 

The Economics of Low Impact Development  – 
Gooseberry Falls Room 
We hear all the time that developers won’t implement low 
impact development methods because they cost too 
much.  But small business owner, Janelle Riley, has 
proven that low impact development not only makes 
environmental sense, but it also costs less!  Janelle and 
her family developed Fairview Office Park, an award 
winning low impact small commercial development in 
Baxter, Minnesota.  This session will highlight:  a history 
of Fairview Conservancy; low impact development 
techniques at Fairview Office Park; the economic impact 
of low impact development; and how low impact 
development can be adopted at other commercial 
properties.  Attendees will learn how small businesses 
can save money while having a positive impact on the 
environment. 
Speaker: Janelle R. Riley, CPA, President, Syvantis 

Technologies, LLC 
Moderator: Larry Salzer, Stearns SWCD Supervisor 

 

Civic Engagement - Fulfilling the Mission of Your 
SWCD – Split Rock Room 
SWCDs strive to provide leadership and education 
regarding soil and water conservation to their 
communities.  Civic engagement is the individual and 
collective actions designed to identify and address issues 
of public concern. This session will provide suggestions 
of how SWCDs can explain things like TMDL study 
results, water quality data, etc. to the public, our partners, 
and other local organizations.  This session will also give 
SWCDs ideas on how to increase public awareness and 
to identify what SWCDs’ roles are in civic engagement. 
Speakers: Louis Smith, Smith Partners, PLLP, Clean 

Water Council Member and former Chair 
 Al Singer, Dakota Co. Parks & Open Space 

Moderator: Katie Evans, Benton SWCD Technician 
 

SWCD Collaboration  – French River Room 
This session will be held in round-table discussion format 
and will provide an opportunity for SWCD Supervisors 
and Employees to share ideas and success stories 
related to collaboration across SWCD boundaries.  
Topics may include sharing of equipment, sharing staff 
time and resources, enhancing the Technical Service 
Areas to go beyond engineering services, and working 
with other SWCDs on implementing water quality grants. 
Facilitator: Kim Boyce, U of M Extension Service 
Table Leaders: Jerry Haggenmiller, Douglas SWCD 

Kitty Tepley, Todd SWCD 
Luan Johnsrud, Pope SWCD 
Rick Reimer, Kandiyohi SWCD 



 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2009 (continued ) 
 
2:00 – 3:00 pm  CONCURRENT-SESSIONS (continued ) 
 

SWCD and DNR Observation Well Collaboration  –  
St. Louis River Room 
Hear about the DNR’s observation well program and how 
SWCDs are a vital part of the collaboration.  Learn the 
history and present condition of the “obwell” network.  
Learn how you can use the program to improve the water 
quality in your area.  Future plans for the network will be 
shared and we will practice collecting ground water 
levels.  This session is designed for both SWCD board 
members and staff. 
Speaker: Michael MacDonald, Division of Waters, 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
 
3:00 – 3:30 pm  Refreshment Break – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 
 
3:30 – 4:30 pm  CONCURRENT-SESSIONS 
 

The Watershed Approach: Protecting and Improving 
the Water Quality of Our Lakes and Rivers  – 
Gooseberry Falls Room 
Minnesotans spoke loudly and clearly when they passed 
the Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment to the 
state constitution in fall of 2008.  How do we make their 
desire for clean lakes and rivers a reality?  This 
presentation will explain the watershed approach to 
protecting and improving the waters of the state.  This 
includes the water monitoring and assessment cycle, 
development of watershed plans for cleaning up and 
protecting lakes and rivers, and how funding is managed. 
Speaker: Glenn Skuta, Watershed Section Manager, 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 
Regional Division 

Moderator: Kitty Tepley, Todd SWCD Water 
Management & TMDL Coordinator 

 

Federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and its 
Clash with the State Data Practices Act  –  
St. Louis River Room 
Confused about what is protected and what is public 
information as it pertains to the Federal Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) and the State Data Practices Act?  
Find out what information can be shared with 
landowners, the general public and between government 
agencies, what information needs a written request, and 
what information is considered protected. 
Speakers: Dave Weirens, Land & Water Section 

Manager, Board of Water & Soil Resources 
 Paul Flynn, State Resource Conservationist, 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 



 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2009 (continued ) 
 
3:30 – 4:30 pm  CONCURRENT-SESSIONS (continued ) 
 

Future Funding Opportunities for Districts  –  
French River Room 
Did you ask yourself after the 2009 Legislative Session, 
“Now what? How do we, the SWCD’s, fit into the new 
funding opportunities created from the Session?  What 
will be required of us to compete?  What kinds of staff 
changes should we be making, if any?”  This session will 
include speakers familiar with the grant processes of the 
Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources 
(LCCMR), the Clean Water Council, and the Lessard-
Sams Outdoor Heritage Council.  This break-out session 
will allow time for questions and answers!! 
Speakers: Tom Kalahar, Renville SWCD Technician 
 Marilyn Bernhardson, Redwood SWCD 

Manager, Clean Water Council Chair 
 Dr. Mike Kilgore, U of M Associate Professor, 

Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 
Chair 

Moderator: Steve Nokleby, Chippewa SWCD Supervisor 
 

2b or Not 2b - The SWCD Role in the Rural Preserve 
Property Tax Program – Split Rock Room 
The new Rural Preserve Property Tax Program created 
during the 2009 legislative session includes a role for 
SWCDs related to conservation plans.  Learn more about 
the opportunities and obligations of SWCDs, including 
what the conservation plans may entail and who should 
write them, time frames for approval, and more. 
Speakers: Tabor Hoek, Working Lands Initiative, Board 

of Water and Soil Resources 
Representative from the Property Tax 
Division of Minnesota Dept. of Revenue. 

 

Auctions for Conservation – Holiday Inn Hotel & Sui tes Downtown Waterfront 
 

7:00 & 7:30 pm Auctions For Conservation Education  –  
Great Lakes Ballroom 
Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites Downtown Waterfront 
� Silent Auction:  7:00 – 8:30 pm 
� Live Auction:  7:30 pm until all items are auctioned 
� Proceeds support conservation education, including 

the Minnesota State Envirothon 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009  
 
6:30 – 8:15 am  Continental Breakfast Areas Open  
 

� Holiday Inn :  Rooms 414-415 
� Radisson :  Viking Room on skywalk level 

 

� Open to all convention attendees 
� Courtesy of West Central Area 2 SWCDs



 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009 (continued ) 
 
Meeting & Meal Functions at the Duluth Entertainmen t Convention Center: 
 
7:30 am   Registration Opens  – Ground Level 
 
7:30 am – noon  Trade Show Open  – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 
 
8:30 – 11:45 am  Business Meeting  – Lake Superior Ballroom JK 

� Presiding:  Steve Sunderland, MASWCD President 
� Approval of Standing Rules and 2008 Annual 

Meeting Minutes 
� Action on Proposed 2009-2010 Budget 
� Action on Resolutions 
� Legislative Update - Judy Erickson, MASWCD 

Legislative Affairs Specialist 
� National Association of Conservation Districts 

(NACD) Report – Jack Majeres, NACD 
Secretary/Treasurer 

 
8:30 – 9:30 am Outstanding Conservationist Program:  

Shipwrecks of Lake Superior  – French River Room 
Elmer Engman is an accomplished and respected diver 
and marine historian.  He has authored two books, 
“Shipwreck Guide to the Western Half of Lake Superior,” 
and “In the Belly of a Whale - Duluth's Shipwreck 
Tragedy.”  In 2002, Engman was presented with Lake 
Superior Magazine’s Achievement Award for his 
generous efforts to promote enthusiasm and protection 
for Lake Superior and its history. 
Speaker: Elmer Engman, diver/author/marine historian 
Moderator: Mark Weimerskirch, Swift SWCD Supervisor, 

West Central Area 2 Co-Director 
 
8:30 – 10:00 am  EMPLOYEE SESSIONS 
 

What’s Your “Outlook” On “Sales Tax”?  –  
Gooseberry Falls Room 
Two sessions geared toward helping you become more 
organized in the office and compliant on sales tax issues. 
Moderator: Audrey Kleespies, Douglas SWCD Secretary 

SESSION ONE:  How to get the most out of 
Microsoft Outlook (8:30 - 9:15 am) 
This session will cover the knowledge and skills 
needed to use Microsoft Office Outlook.  It will cover 
how to schedule, update, and cancel meetings as 
well as how to respond to meeting requests.  Learn 
how to set up contact lists to organize groups that 
you work with.  Create a signature block with your 
own contact information.  Outlook is not just for e-
mail anymore!  Outlook can be a powerful tool if 
used to its full potential. 
Speakers: Danielle Evans, NRCS GIS Specialist 

  Kristy Baross, NRCS GIS Specialist

Elmer Engman 



 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009 (continued ) 
 
8:30 – 10:00 am  EMPLOYEE SESSIONS (continued ) 
 

What’s Your “Outlook” On “Sales Tax”?  –  
Gooseberry Falls Room 

SESSION TWO:  Sales tax – are you in 
compliance? (9:15 – 10:00 a.m.) 
Sales tax can be confusing!  Learn more about sales 
tax as it relates to issues such as:  trees and 
accessories planted/installed by the landowner or 
SWCD; soil stewardship materials; office supplies 
purchased online, instate/out-of-state; new or used 
machinery purchases, rental machinery parts or sale 
of your used machinery; trees donated or unsold; 
ST-3’s – who completes them and how long they are 
valid; what to expect during a sales tax audit.  This 
session will provide you with answers along with 
handouts for future reference. 
Speaker: Karin Harris, Revenue Tax Specialist, 

Minnesota Dept. of Revenue - Duluth 
 

Community Conservation in Minnesota  - Split Rock 
This session is an opportunity to learn about the latest in 
bioretention design, including NRCS standard 712 and 
the Blue Thumb Outreach Based Education Initiative.  
The session will include a round table exchange of the 
technical and strategic roles SWCDs play in TMDL, MS4 
and nondegredation implementation around the state. 
Speakers: Shawn Tracy, Association of Metro SWCDs, 

Landscape Restoration Specialist 
Jay Riggs, Washington CD Manager 
Mike Isensee, CPESC, Dakota SWCD Urban 
Conservationist 

Moderator: Greg Berg, Stearns SWCD Shoreland 
Specialist 

 
9:30 – 11:45 am Outstanding Conservationist Photo Area –  

Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 
 
10:00 – 10:30 am  Refreshment Break  – Edmund Fitzgerald Hall 
 
10:30 – 11:45 am  EMPLOYEE SESSIONS 
 

Grant Tracking and Year-End Financial Reporting  – 
Gooseberry Falls Room 
Speakers: Glenn Skuta, Watershed Section Manager, 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 
Regional Division 

 Ryan Hughes, Board Conservationist, Board 
of Water and Soil Resources  

 Bill Eisele, Administrative Services Director, 
Board of Water and Soil Resources  

Moderator: Sheri Gades, Swift SWCD Office Manager



 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009 (continued ) 
 
10:30 – 11:45 am  EMPLOYEE SESSIONS (continued ) 
 

Successful Seeding, Diversity and Practice 
An Update on BWSR Restoration Programs  –  
Split Rock Room 
Learn how to sort through seed and diversity standards 
for BWSR restoration programs and other changes to the 
native buffer program.  We’ll discuss new technical 
resources designed to aid in restoration efforts.  Learn 
and share experiences and challenges of “re-vegetating” 
new and existing sites within the Reinvest In Minnesota 
(RIM) program.  And, get the latest information on the 
nation’s premier private wetland restoration program, 
RIM/Wetland Reserve Program. 
Speakers: Dan Shaw, Vegetation Specialist/Landscape 

Ecologist, Board of Water & Soil Resources 
 Tim Fredbo, Easement Specialist, Board of 

Water & Soil Resources  
Moderator: Ryan Peterson, Kandiyohi SWCD RIM 

Coordinator 
 
Noon – 2:00 pm MASWCD Outstanding Conservationist Luncheon 

and Award Ceremony 
 Award Ceremony Sponsored by the Minnesota Corn 

Growers Association 
Supported by The Farmer magazine, Paula Mohr, Editor 
– Lake Superior Ballroom LMNO 
� Emcee:  Lynn Ketelsen, Linder Farm Network 
� Presentation of Distinguished Service Awards to 

SWCDs and the SWCD of the Year Award 
� Slide Show of Minnesota’s Outstanding 

Conservationists – selected by local SWCDs 
� Presentation of Minnesota Outstanding 

Conservationists - Area Finalists & State Winner 
 
2:00 – 2:30 pm  Refreshment Break – Lake Superior Ballroom Foyer 
 
2:30 – 3:30 pm Where We've Been, Where We Are, and Where We 

Need To Be In Conserving Soil and Water  –  
Lake Superior Ballroom JK 
Join us for a lighthearted look back in time to 1933 in 
northeastern Minnesota, when roads became paved, to 
1993 of a major reconstruction that included stream 
relocation and habitat creation, to 2009 for a highly 
developed metropolitan stream.  The presentation will 
digress into hot, heavy and humorous construction topics 
for today that celebrate air, land and water from around 
North America, and highlight how construction activities 
impact soil and conservation principles. 

 Speaker: Dwayne Stenlund, CPESC 
  Erosion Control Engineering Unit 
  Minnesota Department of Transportation 

Lynn 
Ketelsen 

Paula 
Mohr 

Dwayne Stenlund 



 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009 (continued ) 
 
4:00 – 5:00 pm Reception – French River Room Foyer 
 
5:00 – 7:15 pm Closing Banquet  – French River Room 

� Recognition of retiring and deceased SWCD 
supervisors and staff 

� Time to relax, network and reflect on two days of 
conservation information and policy setting 

� Entertainment – Stone Circle presents music of the 
Celtic Isles:  Jigs and reels to tap your feet to, and 
slow airs that evoke old memories. 

 
 
 
 

Stone Circle –  
Music of the Celtic Isles 
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Steve Sunderland ........................................................................................... President 

Dr. Kathryn K. Kelly ................................................................................. Vice President 

Clark Lingbeek ............................................................................... Secretary/Treasurer 

LeAnn Buck ...................................................................................... Executive Director 

 

 

Directors  

Ross Aigner ........................... Northwest Area 1 

Ralph Peterson .................. West Central Area 2 
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Stefanie Martinez ..................................................................... Administrative Assistant 

Judy Erickson .................................................................................... Legislative Affairs 
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MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF 
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

2009-2010 Committee Membership 
 
 
 
AWARDS COMMITTEE 
NW/Area 1 - Karen Carlsrud, Clay Employee 
WC/Area 2 - Mary Ann Scharf, Stevens Sup. 
NE/Area 3 - Merrill Loy, Carlton Supervisor (Chair) 
Metro/Area 4 - Karla Komec, Anoka Supervisor 
SW/Area 5 - Tom Muller, Cottonwood Supervisor 
SC/Area 6 - Cathy Thiesse, Martin Employee 
SE/Area 7 - Rudie Spitzer, Winona Supervisor 
NC/Area 8 - Nancy Benson, Wadena Supervisor 
 
 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
NW/Area 1 - Nicole Bernd, W. Polk Employee 
WC/Area 2 - Mark Weimerskirch, Swift Supervisor 
NE/Area 3 - Marcia Stromgren, S. St. Louis Sup. 
Metro/Area 4 - Felicia Brockoff, Carver Employee 
SW/Area 5 - Ian Cunningham, Pipestone Sup. (Chair) 
SC/Area 6 - Linda Meschke, Martin Supervisor 
SE/Area 7 - Steve Pahs, Rice Employee 
NC/Area 8 - Kathleen Loucks, Itasca Employee 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
NW/Area 1 - Gary Lee, E. Polk Employee 
WC/Area 2 - Ralph Peterson, Pope Supervisor 
NE/Area 3 - Gary Rantala, N. St. Louis Supervisor 
Metro/Area 4 - Colleen Allen, Wright Employee 
SW/Area 5 - Clark Lingbeek, Cottonwood 
Supervisor (Chair) 
SC/Area 6 - Mark Schnobrich - McLeod Supervisor 
SE/Area 7 - Bob Borchert, Rice Supervisor 
NC/Area 8 - Carol Berg, Hubbard Supervisor 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
NW/Area 1 - Darren Newville, E. Ottertail Employee 
WC/Area 2 - Doug Hanson, Kandiyohi Supervisor 
NE/Area 3 - Kurt Beckstrom, Mille Lacs Supervisor 
Metro/Area 4 - Roland Cleveland, Chisago Supervisor 
SW/Area 5 - Marilyn Bernhardson, Redwood 
Employee (Chair) 
SC/Area 6 - Darwin Roberts, Martin Supervisor 
SE/Area 7 - Tim Terrill, Winona Employee 
NC/Area 8 - Josh Stromlund, Lake of the Woods Empl 
 
 
RESOLUTION/POLICY COMMITTEE 
Kathryn Kelly, Renville Supervisor (Chair) 
NW/Area 1 - Jerome Flottemesch, Becker Supervisor 
WC/Area 2 - Chuck Uphoff, Stearns Supervisor 
NE/Area 3 - Debra Taylor, S. St. Louis Supervisor 
Metro/Area 4 - Mary Wetter, Wright Supervisor 
SW/Area 5 - Eric Hartman, Rock Employee 
SC/Area 6 - Greg Roiger, Brown Supervisor 
SE/Area 7 - Jim Gebhardt, Mower Supervisor 
NC/Area 8 - Tom Schulz, Wadena Supervisor 
Advisors: Bryan Malone, Pennington Employee 
 Kerry Saxton, Wright Employee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASWCD REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER 
COMMITTEES 
 
NACD Board of Directors “2009” 
Delegate: Ken Pederson, E. Polk Supervisor 

(past MASWCD president) 
Alternate: Kathryn Kelly, Renville Supervisor 

MASWCD Vice President 
Advisor: Steven Sunderland, Chippewa Sup. 
 MASWCD President 
 
Great Lakes Committee 
Tom Schulz, Wadena Supervisor 
 
Conservation Technical Assistance Committee 
Representative:  Merrill Loy, Carlton Supervisor 
Alternate:  Bob Borchert, Rice Supervisor 
 
DNR Forest Stewardship Committee 
Ted Lovdahl, Itasca Supervisor 
Dennis Thompson, Aitkin Employee 
 
DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife Roundtable 
Tom Schulz, Wadena Supervisor 
 
NRCS State Technical Committee 
Bob Borchert, Rice Supervisor 
 
BWSR Public Drainage Ditch Buffer Process 
Representative:  Greg Roiger, Brown Supervisor 
Alternate:  Paul Krabbenhoft, Clay Supervisor 
 

NW = Northwest Area 1 

 

WC = West Central Area 2 

 

NE = Northeast Area 3 

 

Metro = Metropolitan Area 4 

 

SW = Southwest Area 5 

 

SC = South Central Area 6 

 

SE = Southeast Area 7 

 

NC = North Central Area 8 

 



 

MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF 
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS  

 
 
 

2009 CONVENTION PLANNING COMMITTEE 
West Central Area 2 Host SWCDs 

 
 

Benton SWCD 

Big Stone SWCD 

Chippewa SWCD 

Douglas SWCD 

Kandiyohi SWCD 

Meeker SWCD 

Pope SWCD 

Stearns SWCD 

Stevens SWCD 

Swift SWCD 

Todd SWCD 
 

 
 
 

2009 CONVENTION SPONSORED BY:  
Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD) 

 
WITH SUPPORT FROM: 

MN Board of Water and Soil Resources 
MN Natural Resource Conservation Service 

 
OUTSTANDING CONSERVATIONIST AWARD CEREMONY 

SPONSORSHIP FROM: 
Minnesota Corn Growers Association 

 
AND CONVENTION SPONSORSHIP FROM:  

Plantra, Inc. 
RMB Environmental Laboratories 

 
 

     



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservatio n Districts 

790 Cleveland Avenue South Suite 201, St. Paul, MN 55116 
Phone: (651) 690-9028  |  FAX: (651) 690-9065  |  www.maswcd.org  


