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It is hard to believe 

that I have served on 

the MASWCD Board 

of Directors for seven 

years.  When I came 

on as Area 1 Director 

it was not in my 

wildest imagination 

that I would serve 

this long or serve as 

your President.  Four 

years ago when I 

considered whether 

to accept the 

responsibility of 

being vice president 

and then president, I 

asked myself several 

questions.  What 

benefit am I to 

MASWCD?  Do I 

have a passion?  Am 

I on the same playing 

field?  Do I have the 

time and 

commitment?  Am I a 

leader? .........Possibly 

each of you reading 

this might have a 

different opinion, but 

in my heart I have 

truly been 

encouraged and 

energized to carry 

out the responsibility 

of President of this 

great Association. 

 

Along with being 

your president it has 

also been a privilege 

to serve on the 

National Association 

of Conservation 

Board, the NACD 

Legislative 

Committee and the 

short-term NACD 

Region Task Force.  

The task force is 

charged with 

reviewing the 

structure of the 

roles of the Regions 

and their staffs and 

making 

recommendations 

to the National 

!ÖÈÙËȭɯ3ÏÌɯ- "#ɀÚɯ

staff, executive 

board and 
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ñThe 

Association 

is committed 

to providing 

forums for 

our 

members to 

build local 

capacity and 

to provide 

dialogue on 

conservation 

issues.ò 

definitely appreciated 

the wonderful 

working relationship.  

 

I need to thank the 

leadership of our 

many partners for the 

super working 

relationships we have.  

A partnership with 

NRCS, BWSR, DNR, 

FSA (just to name a 

few) is most-valuable 

for success. 

 

, 26"#ɀÚɯƖƔƔƚɯ

Legislative Platform 

with the Clean Water 

Legacy, CREP II, and 

the Levy Option was 

moved forward by 

your peers.  Thank you 

to all of you who 

testified or encouraged 

your legislator in 

support of the targeted 

issues. Also, a big 

thank you to our 

(Continued on page 7) 

I would also like to 

thank all the 

committee  members 

who have served 

MASWCD throughout 

the past two years.  

Your efforts and hard 

work to protect, 

restore and enhance 

our natural resources 

by carrying out the 

mission of your 

committee is 

appreciated.  

 

We have three great 

MASWCD staff 

members. In my two 

years of working with 

other agency, state and 

national personnel I 

have heard many 

accolades for their 

expertise.  Thank you 

LeAnn, Sheila and 

Stefanie.  You have 

taught me much and 

encouraged me in my 

position and I 

legislative committee 

are working with 

partners in preparing 

for the 2007 Farm Bill.  

Again I realize how the 

results, whether 

through State 

Association or NACD 

efforts, are dependent 

on the grass-root 

support of districts.  

 

At the beginning of my 

term as president, we 

welcomed several new 

board members with 

the addition of an 

eighth area.  Thank 

you, board members, 

for working together 

to carry out our 

mission of being a 

catalyst in assisting all 

districts to be strong 

and effective in 

working to protect our 

natural resources. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

MASWCD Presidentôs Report (Continued from Page 1) 

Carol Berg, MASWCD President, served 

as the Minnesota Board member to the 

National Association of Conservation 

Districts (NACD). During the NACD 

2006 Legislative Conference, 

representatives from Minnesota met with 

Minnesota Congressional members. 

Pictured from left to right, MASWCD 

President Carol Berg, Congressman Collin 

Peterson, MASWCD Executive Director 

LeAnn Buck and BWSR Assistant 

Director Doug Thomas. 
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ñMASWCD 

& BWSR 

partnered 

with others to 

obtain the 

largest one-

time 

GENERAL 

FUND 

appropriation 

for SWCD 

Conservation 

Programs.  

This was 

done with the 

2006 passage 

of the Clean 

Water Legacy 

Actò 

mately 650 district su-

pervisors and staff and 

you see the actual av-

erage number who at-

tended the last five 

years is only 106, what 

kind of message are 

we sending our legisla-

tors? 

 

MASWCD imple-

ÔÌÕÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯɁ ËÖ×Ûɬ A
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in 2006.  Twenty-two 

soil and water conser-

vation districts partici-

pated.  Districts found 

it to be challenging, 

rewarding and frus-

trating.  I guess that is 

(Continued on page 8) 

Committee members to 

help them better under-

stand the intent of the 

legislation.  Also, many 

thanks to all the district 

supervisors and staff 

who worked so hard to 

move this legislation for-

ward.  Stay tuned, you 

will continue to hear 

more about this piece of 

legislation.  

 

Thank you to all who 

attended the Legislative 

Briefing and Day at the 

Capitol.  As I continue to 

say, we do make a dif-

ference.  When you look 

at the impact we could 

have with approxi-

We all know the saying 

Ɂ"ÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯ/ÈàÚȭɂɯɯ

The same can be said 

about the legislative ef-

fort of MASWCD.  To 

borrow a phrase from 

+Ì ÕÕɯ!ÜÊÒȮɯɁ, 26"#ɯ

and BWSR partnered 

with others to obtain the 

largest one-time GEN-

ERAL FUND appropria-

tion for SWCD CONSER-

5 3(.-ɯ/1.&1 ,2ȭɂɯɯ

The passing of the $24.9 

million Clean Water Leg-

acy Initiative is what 

made all of this possible.  

Because of this, districts 

have access to close to 

$7.8 million for their con-

servation programs. 

 

We were not able to se-

cure funding for the sec-

ond phase of CREP II 

even though it was rec-

ommended by the Gover-

nor.  If the majority of 

phase I dollars are spent, 

we can try again in 2007. 

 

SWCD Levy Authority 

was not included in the 

Tax Bill.  However, we 

feel we made progress 

with the House Tax Com-

mittee members.  A spe-

cial thank you goes out to 

those who met with Tax 

Legislative Committee Report 
by Marilyn Bernhardson, Committee Chair 
Redwood SWCD Manager 

Marilyn Bernhardson, MASWCD Legislative Committee 

Chair (left), participated in a Conservation Panel this 

summer during Game Fair in Anoka, Minnesota.  Panel 

members include (left to right) Marilyn Bernhardson, 

Senator Norm Coleman, Outdoor Journalist Ron Schara, 

Ducks Unlimited representative Ryan Heiniger, Pheas-

ants Forever VP of Marketing Joe Duggan and Former 

FSA State Director John Monson. 
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The 

MASWCD 

Education 

Committee 

thanks the 

supervisors 

& staff for 

their support 

of the 

conservation 

auction & 

for their 

many efforts 

to support 

conservation 

education 

throughout 

the state. 

The committee chose 

COMMUNITY WA-

TERS as the theme for 

the 2007 poster and 

video contest.  The 

poster and video con-

test materials are avail-

able for grades 5-12.  

The winning 5th and 

6th grade posters and 

the winning murals 

will be displayed at the 

Minnesota State Fair 

and the MASWCD An-

nual convention.  The 

winning videos will be 

on view at the Educa-

tion Committee booth 

at the MASWCD An-

nual convention.  The 

2007 contest materials 

and 2006 contest win-

ners are available on 

ÛÏÌɯ ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÞÌÉɯ

site, www.maswcd.org.  

 

In 2006, the Education 

Committee held two 

consecutive days of 

business/planning 

meeting and a poster, 

mural, and video judg-

ing/stuffing session. 

The business/planning 

session included:  re-

viewing and updating 

the action plan, inform-

ing committee mem-

bers of events occur-

ring in each Area, plan-

ning for the education 

booth at the conven-

Poster Winners   
1st Place ï R.  Waletzko, Chisago SWCD 
2nd Place ï M. Richter, Wadena SWCD 
3rd Place - G. Jenniges, Pope SWCD 

 
Mural Winners  

1st Place ï S. Aho & S. Hendrickson,   
Wadena SWCD 

2nd Place ï T. Grundhoffer, T. Murphy, 
H. Malecha, L. Tracy, LeSueur SWCD 

 
Video Winners  
Senior Division  

1st Place ï Fillmore Central HS Techmasters,  
Fillmore SWCD 
Junior Division  

1st Place ï R. & R. Mehus, Root River  SWCD 
2nd Place ï M. Trotman & F. Equez,  

Scott SWCD 
3rd Place ï J. Goeden, Wadena SWCD 

The Education Committee selected the following winners of the  
2005-2006 POSTER & VIDEO CONTEST:  Our Soil ðA Layer of Life   

Education Committee Report 
by Karen Halverson, Committee Chair 
Yellow Medicine SWCD Supervisor 

tion, and continuing to 

discuss and search for 

ways to improve our K

-12 education pro-

gram.  Committee 

member, Felicia Brock-

off, Carver SWCD re-

ported on a successful 

pilot Junior Envi-

rothon for middle 

school students held in 

Area 4.  A report on 

the Junior Envirothon 

and other education 

committee work was 

given to the MASWCD 

Board of Directors on 

August 22.  The Board 

of Directors voted to 

support the commit-

(Continued on page 7) 


